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SYNOPSIS:
Masaoka the wet-nurse o f  Tsuruch iyo-g imi the young 
lord  of Ashikaga house, takes care of him from a p lo t  aga inst 
his l i f e  by Nikkai Danjo w ith  his son 's  scapegoat.
The main stage i s  set  up as an inner room in a palace 
of daimyo, w ith  golden s l id in g  s c r e e n s ,  bamboo-screens a l l  
around.  T o  the r i g h t  i s  a small stag e fo r  J o ru r i - r e c i t e r .




"See ing o f f  Masaoka sinks In deep thought 
o f  young l o r d ’ s fu ture .
For her own f a l s e  charge is  now c leared up, 
But the cloud covered him is  not c leared 
up y e t .  She has no one t o  consult with,
But alone th inks over in gloomy heart 
Her uneasy look g iv e s  some th ing  uneasy 
To her own son Senmatsu and Pr ince Tsuruchiyo 
They both s ta re  her u n ea s i l y . "  
(Wh i l e  the jo ru r i  is  r e c i t e d  the bamboo- 
screen is ra ised up. A ta b le ,  a set of 
t ea - th in go .  A cage f o r  sparrows.
Masaoka stands with a small-d inner 
ta b le  in her hands. Tsu ru ch iyo -g im i  
and Senmatsu s i t  in th e i r  p laces .
We l l ,  wet-nurse, may I  t e l l  what I  want t o ,
now?
Yes, you may. No one but we are here. 
Indeed, you were very c le ve r  not to  take the 
dinner which Okinoi-dono presented to 
you. I  am very  much p leased with you, 
f o r  you remembered kept my words.
You have done w e l l !
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"For her com plim en ts , w ith  ch ild ish  
h e a r t s ,"
I  say, Nurse, as you used to say that a 
strong samurai must not s peak t he word 
"h u n g r y "  I  d o n ' t  want to  say the word, 
but my s t o mach i s  empty f o r  a time, you see .
Oh; You are r i g h t .  I  w i l l  ready the meal 
f o r  you as u sua l . L is ten  to me.
The wicked got power in the palace now.
There is  none to r e l y  on f o r  us.
F a i t h f u l l  r e t a in e r ,  Tetsunosuke i s  kept 
at a distance by a slander of the wicked, 
and you are surrounded by those wicked.
So I  order to th row away the dinner
which they prepared fo r  you, f o r  I  am a f r a id
i f  the poison might be administered in i t .
I  know that you are hungry.
But you never say so, I  have to  haste to make i t .  
Now . -----
" Standing up to  make the meal, Takes out a 
f in e  bag o f  r i c e .
Then dips hot water from the k e t t l e ,
And g iv e s  i t  t o  Senmatsu fo r  the t a s t e  o f  poison.












After the ta s te  she washes the r i c e  with i t  
In tears  w ith  pure h e a r t . 
Then pours i t  into an iron pot to  bo i l ,
And makes f i r e  with a fan in h ea r t fu l  p a in . " 
(During th is  Joruri r e c i t a l ,
Masaoka makes the meal)
) Oh! The meal i s  ready a lready.
"see ing  her son i s  p leased, too,
She f e e l s  more sorrow fo r  them both, 
Trying t o  keep back her t e a r s , "
I  am presenting now. 
Mama, hurry up fo r  him.
I t  must be bo i led  up a l i t t l e  more.
As you are c le v e r ,  please sing the song 
of sparrow as usual f o r  him in w a i t in g .
"Being reproved f e e l s  t ea rs  in h is  eyes ,
Ne a r l y  c ry ing  in hiccupping sob ,”
Oh the tea-p lant  in the back yard,
Three sparrows are perching,
And one s parrow sings
The br ide who come la s t  n ight, ho-ho-ho-ho.
"From the bamboo-leaves Comes down the mother  
sparrow,
And g iv e s  the food to her ch i ld ,




Tsuru: Oh! Look at th em! The mother sparrow is  g iv in g  
food to her c h i l d .  I  want to eat  r i c e  meal, too ,  
soon.
Masa:
" Enter ing  t o  his c h i ld i s h  f e e l in g  
to  envy the b ird ,
She keeps away her sympathy,
And t r i e s  to  comfort him 
Sing ing  in t e a r f u l l  v o i c e , ”
Sings. (My son, Senmatsu went---- )
Oh, Senmatsu, what happened to you with such a 
look ing? Don 't  c ry .  You are a l i t t l e  
samurai,  I  say.
Sin g s : Went to a gold mine, when he was 
seven or e igh t  years o ld .
(Then the s parrow sca t te rs  away.
Masaoka sinks in deep thought, )
"And never be back For an year . "
Tsuru: Nurse, i s n ’ t the meal ready yet?
Masa: Oh! Yes, I  am presen t ing  now.
" And i s  w a i t in g  in vain 
For two years ”
(Then Masaoka a r r e s t s  a w i ckes K a to j i  and 
hides him under the s k i r t  o f  her long
Se n :
o v e r -d r e s s . )
Mama, the meal i s n ' t  ready yet?
Masa: Oh! don 't  hasten me, you a lso  are i l l -b ehaved ,  










No, I  don t want t o  ea t ,  but I  sympathize 
him fo r  his empty stomach.
Oh ! he never hastens me , as he i s  strong. 
I t  is  you who coax me.
No, no, I  never coax you.
Oh ! you d on ' t ,  you say?
Then s in g  that song m e r r i l y .
"being urged,
In t e a r fu l  tone,"  
Cr i e s ,  s o r r o w fu l ly  she c r i e s ,
" Singo in f e e b l e  vo ice ,
Mother accompanies him,
Keeping back  her tea rs ,  t o o , "  
For what sorrow does she cry?
"The ve ry song comes back 
s t r a ig h t  on her heart ,  
For the love  t o  he r own son 
her heart i s  near ly  broken.
But she stands f o r  her young 
l ord s t r o n g l y . "
Oh, Senmatsu, there comes a lap-dog.  
Ca l l  him!
" as he c a l l s ,  i t  comes nearer 
on the veranda,"
O h !  Y ou came here just at the r i g h t  time 
You are lucky . You may eat 
th is  dinner prepared f o r  your
master, as the reward for your good
every mornin g  and evening, 
" H e envies the b irds
in the cage f o r  th e ir  fo od . "
Masa:  I  can understand him w e l l ,
but what an i l l - s t a r r e d  lord he i s !
- 7 -
deed to comfort him. Oh!  e a t !
"Saying she p u t s  i t  on the paper.
The lap-dog eats i t  in rapture 
See ing i t  the young l o r d , "
Tsuru: Nu r s e ! I wish. I  were a lap dog.
"He env ies  the d o g . ”
Ma s a : Oh! I  can understand you.
 "Among so many men in Japan
You were born fo r tu n a te ly  
As the lo rd  of f i f t y  four s t a t e s . "  
Masa : And i s  perm it ted  to  l i v e  luxur ious ly ,
noth ing not t o  be granted.
However, i t  comes to pass to bear such 
a sad p a in fu l  days fo r  him unexpectedly, 
As I  can’ t  present him p len ty  o f  food
8Tsuru:
Ma sa :
" T o be i n f e r i o r  to a dog 
and spa r r o w  in serv ice  
How can be said f a i t h f u l .
In deep sorrow fo r  her 
present s i tu a t ion ,
She burst out in t o  tears  
At the rea r  of the screen,
In d i f f id e n c e  to her lo rd .
Though the lord is  very  young ye t ,
He i s  endowed w i th
d ig n i t y  and grace as a l o r d , "
Well ,  nurse, why are you crying?
Don ' t  c ry ,  as I  don’ t hasten you any more.
Wh i l e  Senmatsu is  w a i t in g ,  I ,  too, 
w a i t .  I  wait  u n t i l l  you both eat.
Though I  can ea t ,  i t ’ s no good to me, i f
you d ie  in hunger. Senmatsu, you also can ' t  d i e .
I  w i l l  wa it  fo reve r  u n t i l l -------
Oh!  You said that.  I  thank: you.
But i t  i s  a charm to b o i l  r i c e  w e l l .
Only a charm my weeping was. I  have nothing 
to  weep ho-ho-ho-ho. I t ’ s f u n y -----
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B y  t h e  c h a r m  the r i c e  is bo i led  
a lready .  I  w i l l  make a r i c e - b a l l  
f o r  you as usual.
"She t a ke s  a handful r i c e ,  and makes a b a l l . 
He i s  w a i t in g  im pat ien t ly  f o r  i t ,  
And ho ld s out his l i t t l e  hand.
Masa:
(Masaoka puts r i c e - b a l l s  on the candy-dish 
and presents to  h im .)
We l l ,  wa i t  a moment. We must examin over 
and over fo r  your pat ience f o r  long time, 
Begin with i t !
( She g iv e s  an order to Senmatsu. Senmatsu 
eats  one of them.  M asaoka looking his f a c e , )
No danger.  N o w  you may have in peace.
"Hear ing her words, He i s  pleased, 
And takes a handful b a l l  in g r ea t  rapture,
I n sp i te  of his r ich  domain, 
sympathizing him in such s i tu a t io n ,
And th ink ing  o f  her own, 
She weeps in her heart Then,"
(An w a i t ress  comes out from the stage passage)
Wa i t : I  say, Sakae-gozen-sama w i l l  be here now.
(Goes back)
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Masa: I wonder why Mrs .  Yamana w i l l  be here at
th is  time. I  say, Senmatsu, r e t i r e  to  the
next room. Don ' t  fo rg e t  what I ’ ve ta lked to you.
Sen: O.K.
Masa: Then, hurry up!
"d r i v e s  him away”
(Senmatsu r e t i r e s  t o  the inner room. 
Masaoka r ings f o r  the w a i t r e s s .
Puts on the long over d ress .
Then a t  inner room,)
Yashis: ( v o i c e ) Le t  us g r e e t  Sakae-gozen, 





(Yashio, Ok i n o i , Matsushima come out 
toge ther )
" Le t t in g  them open the s l id in g -s c re en s ,
Mr s . Yamana, Sakae- goze n . ”
( In to  an a i r  of confusion,
Sakae-gozen comes out from stage-passage 
in b e a u t i fu l  long over -dress .  
a  w a itress  with a cake-box in her hands and 
two w a it ress  with a hand-lantern 
in each of t h e i r  hands fo l lo w  her)
As I  heard that  Saka e-gozen-sama w i l l  
be here, Nurse Masaoka, as an attendant 
f o r  our lord  Tsurukiyo-maru who is  now i l l ,  
A regent Da n jo ' s  s i s t e r ,  Yashis,
Tamura Uk y o ' s  w i f e ,  Ok ino i ,  
Shiba Sakyo's w i fe  Matsushima ,
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A l l : Are meeting you here. 
Sakae: Thank you f o r  your trouble to  meet 
me here in s pi t e  o f  i l l n e s s .
Masa: F i r s t  o f  a l l .
A l l : Come here.
Dakae: Excuse me. 
(S i t s  to the r i g h t )
Ma sa : Now, Sakae-gozen-sama , I  ask you. 
I f  we could see why are you here,
Y ash is : We a l l ,
They al l : Are g l a d .
Sakae:
*
Oh!  The reason, why I  am here now, 
i s  only to know the condit ion of
Tsuruchiyo-dono instead o f  my husband.
As they say that Tsuruchiyo-dono 
avoid the m a le - v i s i t o r s ,  and has a poor
a p p e t i t e , my husband send me to
see him in bed and ask me to  present th is  
cakes from the regency. I  am glad as a 
messenger i f  he apprec ia tes  th is  Y a s h io ! 
Present th is  to him,
" As she holds out the ca ke-box,
Yashio rec e iv e s  i t  and,"
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Ya s h io : Oh, I  s e e .  Here is a kind present from 
the regency, i t ’ s be tter  to  apprec ia te  
i t  t o  you.
"opening the box , ”
( Open t he box )
Wonderful !  H o w  f in e  they are!  What a d e l i c i o u s -  
look ing  they have! T ake out whatever 
you l i k e .
" A s  h e is about to t a k e , ”
Masa: A h !  just  a minute.
(As Tsuruchiyo is about to take, Masaoka 
prevents  him)
Sakae: W e l l ,  Masaoka!  
Why do you s t o p him?
Masa: Oh!  T hat i s .
Sakae: I see, n ow. A r e  you a f r a id  o f  t h i s  cake from 
the regency?
Masa : No, I  never.
Sakae: I f  you are not.  Why don 't  you present i t  
by yourse l f?  I t must be inquired more p r e c i s e l y .
Oki: Just a minute. Why is  she a f ra id  of the 
present from the regency?
I think she stops him as he was forb idden 
by the doc to r .
Matsu: She i s  r i g h t .  I t ' s  her duty as a nurse
to keep him from any harm.
There fo re  she has done he r  duty only.
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a r e n ' t  you Masaoka-dono?
Ma sa : Yes, i t  s quite r i g h t .
Sakae: Then you said, you are not a f r a id of t his
Masa: Why am I  a f r a i d ----?
Sakae: Then, you have to present th is  to 
by y o u rs e l f .
him
Masa: what do you say?
Sakae: Masaoka, do you present?
Masa: Oh!  I ----
Both: Here , here.
Sakae: Masaoka, how about th is?
"As they struggle in heart ,
Senmatsu comes out 
from the next room,"
Sen: Mama, g ive  a p iece  of cake to me.
"With one b i t e ,  he f a l l s  in pa in . "  
"When a l l  a t once,
Yashio takes him by his neck,
And pushes her dagg er 
in h is  r igh t  s i d e . "
( Senmatsu ea ts  a cake and pains 
t e r r i b l y  Yashi o, in great surpr ise ,  
takes him and stabs him with  her dagger. 
Masaoka sh ie lds Tsuruchiyo under 
her long over -dress .  A l l  w a i t r e s s  
p ro te c t him, too .  









O h !  N o t  to ask the truth, Yashio-dono 
why do you stab Senmatsu?
Answer me.
" As they pressed ,"
Don’ t be e x c i t e d .  You are in the face 
o f  Sakae-sama. Be qu ie t  and l i s t e n  to  me.
He behaved badly with th i s  present from 
the r e g en cy .  S o I  punished him.
I t ' s  f o r  t he lo rd ,  as I am f a i t h f u l ----
Ha ha ha. Look at him, he hasn 't  d ie  ye t .
He moves l ik e  th is .  Oh, you are pa in fu l .
I t ’ s quite r i g h t .  E ven me, as a woman, 
f e e l  tears what I  have done, you must f e e l  
much more sorrow, I  guess.
Don’ t mention i t .  As the behaved badly fo r  his 
l o r d , and brought d isgrace on me, he is stabed 
by you f o r  the lo rd .
t hen are you not sorry  to  see him in th is  
s ta te .  Oh!  are you?
Seeing t h i s ? Yet are you not sad?
"By to r tu re  to  death Sematsu groan 
w ith  pa in .  His moaning sound p i e r ce 
through his mother’ s heart.
But the mother bears p a t i e n t l y  her sorrow bearing
no tears.
Sakae:
Yash io : 
Sakae:







she sh ie lds  her lo rds  only.
Fa i t h f u l  Masaoka is  s tout-hearted ,
And is  talked fo r e v e r ,
As a pattern o f  womanhood. 
Dakae watches her manner 
and smiles s a t i s f a c t l y .
Oh!  w e l l  done, Yashio. This precious cake from 
the regency i s  d isturbed by a ch i ld  and
our secre t  p l a n ------ .
No, precious cake i s  d isturbed, f o r  
the f a i l u r e ,  Yashio punished him, Well done!  
I  thank you f o r  your compliment to th is  t r i f l e .  
W e l l ,  now I  want to  t a lk  w i th  Masaoka a lone,  
P ease leave  us a lone .
You mean to leave  you both a lone.
Yes, p lease withdraw. 
A11 r i g h t .
"They have nothing to  say,
Okinoi supposes her deep in ten t ion .
With Yashio, she leaves th e r e . 
Sakae-gozen look ing  around,"
(Yashio, Okinoi, Matsushima r e t i r e s . ) 
Draw near, Masaoka!
Yes.










What do you say?
Though I ’ ve heard l a t e l y  that you changed 
your son with lord  at th e i r  babyhood,
I have a doubt on the rumour. Ther fore  I  watched 
you p r e c i s e l y  f o r  a time. N o w  I  saw 
the f a c t  with my eyes, f o r  you showed no f e e l i n g  to  
th i s  c h i l d ’ s p a in .
Even though you are stout-hearted , you can’ t 
bear to see your own c h i l d ’ s pain in such 
a way. Since I saw the f a c t ,  I  w i l l  
t e l l  you our s e c re t .  Look: at  t h i s .
( Takes out a l i s t  o f  the p l o t t e r s .
Looking a t  i t ,)
Oh! This i s ------Ahe a d o f O n its u ra --------
The l i s t  of the p l o t t e r s .
I ’ ve talked with Yashio about th i s .
You may ask and act w ith  her h e re a f t e r .
Then, do you mean ---- th is  l i s t  ----
to  me?
Yes, I  leave i t  to you.
And what w i l l  you do?
I  w i l l  be back now and t e l l  about th is   
case just happened.
I  w i l l  s ta r t  r i g h t  away.
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Ma s a : Sakae-gozen-sama is  s ta r t in g  ! 
( c a l l s )
Wa i t r e s s ( t wo) : Y e s ! We see.
Ma sa : we11, then, Sakae-sama.
Sakae: Masaoka, take care of y ou rs e l f  s t e a l t h i l y .
"Se l f - s a t i s f i e d  Saka e s ta r ts  
to her home s e r en e ly . "
(Sakae-gozen r e t i r e s  with her w a i t r e s s ;
" Bee ing  l e f t  alone, Masaoka,
In deference to the inner room,
Stares at her dead son,
And burst out in to  tears at l a s t . "
(Af t e r  a l i t t l e  thought Masaoka look ing  him,)
Masa : We l l ,  Senmatsu. Well  done.
You died just at the r igh t  time, 
my baby w e l l  done. AS you gave up your 
l i f e  f o r  your lo rd ,  Sakae-gozen  
in sp i t e  o f  her wickedness be l ieved  that you 
are the lord h imse l f ,  and t e l l  me the p l o t .  
Both God and Buddha p i t y  us f o r  our f a i th ,  
and bless our lo rd .  You kept my words 
and t r i e d  the poison as I  to ld  you a t  the
very time of pinch. You g iv e  them a chance to 
union in these s ta tes  by your l i f e .
Tru ly  your l i f e ,
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” Is  the foundation o f  the s ta te s ,  
Hourever I  am sorry  f o r  y o u . " 
For your lo rd ,  you made up your mind, 
to d ie .  But I  unexpected you to  die by such
a woman's hand of Danjo' s s i s t e r . 
" Being tor tured  to death be fore  my eyes.
No one can understand the heart o f  mine,"
Now, I  r e c a l l  the song which he was used to s ing. 
" At 7 or 8 years Old, he has gone to a mine,
And never be back fo r  a y ea r . "
For two years ,  waited in va in.
But that Senmatsu in the song might come
back a f t e r  years.
But my son Senmatsu, you would never be back 
fo re ve r  to me.
"For one thousand years, or ten thousand years 
Would I  wa it ,  I  could have no news.”
A11 the parents in the world have the same 
heart .  They take care o f  th e i r  son not 
to take the poison,
What kind o f  mothers can ask to th e i r
ch i ld  to  t r y  the poison?
" Such a c ru e l  mother."
Can't live.
"Wao i t  his happiness




Mas a : 
Yashi o:
Masa:
Or was i t  unluck y ------?
" P i t i f u l  i t  i s ! I t  i s  b e l ieved  The death means 
the f a i t h ,
From what day they were  accustomed to
In s p i t e  of her pa t ien t  heart,
She comes back herse l f , .
And burst out in to  tears
"With  her son’ s dead body in her hands,
I t ' s  qu ite  r i g h t  to her.
You, Masako!
( Yashio, wi t h  her dagger  t r i e s  to stab at 
Masaoka.)
Wnat do you want to do? With me?
I understand you in whole. 
You should d ie ,  too.
What a cheeky thing you s a i d ! 
M asaoka stabs at Yashio. Yashio avoids, 
but r e c e iv e s  a cut. Masaoka drops the l i s t .  
With mys te r iou s  music a b ig  ra t  runs 
out, and soon disappears with the l i s t .
Okinoi, Matsushima and w a i t re ss  come out o f
inner room.)
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Oki : Ala s !  the l i s t  for  i n q u i r e ------
Ma ts u : The ra t  b i t e  a n d ----
A l l : Look there !  Look!
Oki: You are fem ale  but a member o f  p l o t t e r !
Ma s a : My baby's foe!
Matsu: and Lo rd 's  enemy!
Ma s a : God's judgement i s ,
Masa:
( forwards a step)
( F i r s t  wooden c l a p p e r . ) 
Now, on you.
( S coops Yashio. Yashio su f f e r s  in pa in .
They a l l  draw down the bamboo-screens p r o p e r l y . )
